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CHARLESTON, IL--Jerry (J. J.) Strickland, a 6-3 consensus all-state guard from
Mounds Meridian High School, has signed a national letter of intent to play college
basketball at Eastern Illinois University, head coach Rick Samuels announced.
Strickland is a three time Chicago Sun-Times Class A All-Stater, an Associated Press
Class A All-Stater and IBCA Class A Third Team choice.
He has been selected to compete for the Class A South Team in the IBCA summer allstar game, and last spring placed sixth in the 400 dash at the IHSA Class A State Track
Meet.
He has been picked All-Southern Illinois three straight years and was MVP of the
Class A Division of the Carbondale Holiday Tournament.
Strickland averaged 22 points, 12 rebounds, five assists, shot 66% from the field
and 78% from the line.
"We think he's a great athlete . . • as evidenced by how well he's done in both
basketball and track," said EIU coach Rick Samuels.
"He's played every position at Meridian but we think he's a swingman for us . . .
once he finds a home he should really blossom.
"His high school coach believes he has some skills of a point guard which would give
us some flexibility.

We like to post our guards and J. J. has good size and strength for

that," Samuels said.
Jim Byassee, coach at Mounds Meridian, said that Strickland is "very competitive . . •
the type of player that wants the ball when you're behind.
"At 6-3 we had to play him inside but there's no doubt in my mind but that he could
play guard in college because he often handled the ball against the press.
"Plus he's a tremendous passer . • • with him passing the ball's there ahead of you.
We didn't have any players waiting on it."
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